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The translator. 



THE 

TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

THE following narrative was 
tranfmitted from the con- 
tinent^afewdaysfince^ to a lady of 
diAindion^ who has refided fome 
years abroad. Under the fane- 
tion of that lady's obliging con- 
fent» it is here offered to the 
public in an Englifh drefs. 

The original trad): makes its 
appearance without either name 

A3 or 
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or pkcc^ or any other date than 
that of the prefent year. It 
is entitled, " L'Inconnue, 
** HisToiRE Veritable," and 
originates mod probably in fome 
pa,i:t of the imperial dominion^. 
By way of introdudtion to the 
narrative, the author gives us the 
affeding recital of the poor fe- 
male ftranger's fufFerings at Bri- 
ftol, as pubHfhed fome years jQncc 
in feveral news-papers. He leaves 
it to the reader to determine, 
whether the fufFerer in both in- 
fiances is one and the fame per- 
fon. 

The 
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The Englifh editor is equally 
defirous to fubmit this queftion to 
the decifion of the reader; nor 
is it pofiible to attain to any thing ' 
beyond mere prefumptive evi- 
dence in this matter; the poor 
Granger's intelleifts being fo de« 
ranged^ as to preclude any fur- 
ther information from that quar- 
ter. 

Whatever improbability or 
incoherence may by an attentive 
reader be difcoverable in her 
ftory, the fojfibitky of its being 
true mud certainly be admitted. 
And indeed it is on this ground 
that we prefent the foUoviring 

A 4 pages 
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pages to the confideration of the 
public : to whom wc (hould pay 
but a very awkward compliment^ 
were we to offer to their notice 
what appeared to ourfelves im- 
poflible or abfurd : fuch a con* 
dufl: would rather be an infult 
offered to their underftanding, 
than a laudable defire of contri- 
buting to their information or 
amufement. 

If any difficulty (hould arife 
in the mind of the reader. On ac- 
count of the poor wanderer*s pro- 
ficiency in the Englilh language, 
this we think will in a great de- 
gree be folved, when it is remem- 
bered. 
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bered, that between the time of 
her difmiflion from Quievraing, 
and her fuppofed appearance ia 
the neighbourhood of Briflol, fe* 
veral years had elapfed, of which 
no account whatever has been 
given : And there is no improba- 
bility in the idea^ that this unfor- 
tunate flranger mighty during this 
period of her life, have been fo 
fituated, as to have acquired a 
confiderable knowlege of the 
Englifli tongue. 

To this, another circumftance 
may be added -, viz. the facility 
with which our language is at* 
tained by thofe who have been 
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accoftomed to fpeak German, 
The fimilarity of idiom, and the 
connexion ftill fabfifting between 
the two languages, may lead us 
readily to account for this. If 
wc were called upon to illuftrate 
our cxbfervation by an example, 
we have not far to go for a very 
ftriking one, in the firft female 
perfi>nage in this kingdom ; that 
perfojM|re, who has been graci-» 
oofly pTeafed to intereft herfelf 
in behalf of the helple^ female, 
who fought fo fad a refuge in the 
Britifh dominions. 

We arct forry to add, from the 
]Bo6: recent accounts, that the 
poor unfortunate LouisA(for that 

IS 
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is the name by which (be is calle4 
at prefent) is AiU in a (late <^ 
coofioement^ under the humane 
ii^fpe^ion of a lady, wbofe cha-> 
T^di^r as a writer is (b well efta- 
bli(]aed» as not to {land in need 
of ai^y eulogium from us; ao4 
whofe characfter as a benevolent 
chri(iiaa» furpa(res all that we arc 
ahle to fay of it. Humble merit 
ia diflrefs raifes its head^fup^ 
ported by her generous exenftns; 
and friendlefsy inoffeniive poverty 
is fure of a refuge under her pro- 
tedlion. The unhappy ftranger's 
diforder approaches nearer to ide« 
otifm, than to lunacy — her beau^ 
is gone -^^ her body is pale and 

ema- 
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emaciated — and (he is become a 
melancholy fpedtacle. She has 
once or twice been betrayed into 
an acknowlegement that (he un- 
dcrftands the German language. 
She has been greatly afFeded by 
hearing it fpoken ; but has inva- 
riably maintained that artful re- 
ferve, which leaves her origin 
and the place of her nativity in- 
volved in uncertainty. This un- 
certainty we muft not hope will 
be entirely done away, (though 
fome light (hould be thrown on 
her ftory,) in thofe pages, irom 
which we do not wifli any lon- 
ger to detain our reader. 

INTRO- 
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INTRODUCTION. 



yi TALE of REAL WOE*. 

TH E following little narra- 
tive is fo ftriftly and literal- 
ly true, that it does not require 
anybrftament from fidtion^ or any 
embdiiihment from language. 
Thofc, for whom truth has any 
charmSf will feel it, and to fuch 

only 

* Firft publiihed in the St. James's Chro- 
nide, about four years fince* 
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only it is written. I (hall relate 
it with the utmoft fimplrcity, 
and the clofeft adherence to 

faa* 

Near four years ago, a young 
woman flopped at a fmall village 
near Briftol, and begged the re- 
frcfhment of a little milk. 

There was fomething fb at* 
tradive in her whole appearance 
as to engage the attention of all 
around her. She was extremely 
young, and Arikingly beautiful: 
her manners graceful and elegant^ 
and her countenance interefting 
to the laft degree. She was alone 
—a ftranger — and in extreme 

diftrefs $ 
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di(lre&; yet (he uttered nocom« 
plaints, aiKl ufed no arts to excke 
compaiiion. Her whole deport-^ 
raent and converfation bore vsfi- 
jble marks of ftiperior breeding, 
yet there was a wildnefs, an in- 
coherence, and want of confifl:-> 
ency in all ihe faid and did. AH 
day (be wandered about in fearch 
of a place to lay her wretched 
head, and at night adlually took 
up ber lodging under an old hay- 
rack. 

The neighbouring ladies re- 
ixionftrated with her on the daR«» 
jger of to expofed a fituatioo, but 
in vain; their bounty fupplied 

her 
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her with the necefiaries of life, 
but neither prayers nor menaces 
could induce her to fleep in a 
houfe. As (he fometimes difco- 
vered evident marks of infanity, 
fhe was at length confined. 

I pafs over this period of her 
hiftory — it is too touching for 
my own feelings; — it would too 
tenderly afFe<ft the fenfibility of 
the reader. 

At length (he was releafed; 
with all the fpeed her fmall 
remains of ftrength allowed, (he 
'flew to her beloved hay-ftack, 
though it was (ix miles from the 
place of her confinement* Her 

rap- 
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rapture was inexpreflible on find- 
ing herfelf at liberty, and once 
more fafe beneath this miferable 
fhelter. 

It is now near four years fince 
this forlorn creature has. devoted 
herfelf to this defolate life, fince 
(he has known the comfort of 
a bed, or the protedlion of a 
roof. Hardfhip, ficknefs, intenfe 
cold, and extreme mifery, have 
gradually injured her healthy and 
impaired her beauty, but (he is 
ftill a moft interefting figure; 
there is an uncommon fweetnefs 
and delicacy in her air and man- 
ner. 

b She 



She is above all that vanity fy 
common to her (ex, and fo hatu-<- 
ral to maniacs; for (he will nei^ 
ther wear nor accept of any finery 
or ornaments^ but hangs them 
on the bu(hes as below her at^ 
tentflon. 

She refufes to give the lead: 
account of herfe^f ; her filenc^ 
on this head is invincible; her 
recdlefi:ion feems impaired^ and 
her whole mind vifibly difturbed; 
yet her anfwers are pertinent e- 
nough, unlefs fhe fufpedts the 
queflion is meant to enfnare 
her. 

Her 
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Her way of life is the moft 
faarmlefs and inofFcn(ive that can 
be imagined ; every fine morning 
fhe walks round the villages, 
converfes with the poor children, 
makes them little prefents of fuch 
things as are given her, and re- 
ceives others in return ; fhe will 
^ake nothing except milk, tea; 
and the mod iimple diet. 

No means have been left un- 
attempted by the neighbouring 
ladies (one in particular, who 
has been her conftant and un-> 
.wearied benefaftrefs) to prevail 
on her to live in ahoufcj but her 

conftant reply is, *• that trouble 

b 2 ** and 



r « ] 

** and tntfery dwell in boufeSf and 
** that there is no happinefs but 
*' in liberty and frejlo air.'* 

[The French Author has here 
a note, part of which the Tran- 
llator has ventured to infert into 
the text. 

One in particular^ &c. " This 
" lady is named * Atking ; fhe 

" refides 



* The word Atking we may fuppofe is 
here miftaken for Aikin ; the name of ano- 
ther female ornament of our country'; 
vhich for obvious reafons might eafily be 
fubilituted for that of the poor Louila's real 
benefafirefs, to whom this trad is dedi-» 
cated. 
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*' refides at Briftol, and has be- 
nevolently undertaken the care 
of our fugitive. By the moft 
•* conftant afliduity, (he has per- 
** fuaded her to refidc at the 
** houfe of a furgeon in thatcity^ 
*' where ifhc is ftill living. He 
•* has contrived to gain her c- 
•* fteeoi — but as foon as he would 
^' make any enquiry as to her 
*' birth, flic lifts her finger to 
** her lips. 

*' As her averfion to fleeping 
*« in a bed fubfifts, a mattrafs is 
«' placed for her on the ground 
•« — and flie often amufes herfelf 
«' with fliaping the quilt into the 
*« imitation of a royal robe. 

" One 
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. ** One day a coach and four 
^* paffed along the ftreet — her at- 
^* tejidants ran to the windows-^ 
** She enquired the caufe; and 
^« then faid, " A wonderful Jight 
•* truly i my father's coach was 
*• always drawn by eight hor- 

'* SES,"] 

■ From a certain peculiarity of 
fcxpreffion, with a flight foreign 
tinfture in her pronunciation, and 
in the conftfudtionof fome fen- 
lences, fbme have been led to 
conjciSure, that Jke is not of 
this C9untry* - Various attempts 
have been made at different times 
to draw from this circumilance 
fome knowlege of her origin. 

About 
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About a year ago a gentleman 
/poke to her in the languages of 
the continent ; fhe appeared un- 
eafy^ reftlefs, and embarrailed ; 
btit when he addrefled her in 
German^ her en^otion was toa 
great to be fupprefledf. (he turned 
from him, and burjll into t^ars. 

This anecdote, which is told 
in the neighbourhood, was a few 
liays ago related to two gentler 
nttn, whom humanity led t9 

vifit this forlorn creature. 

•» •■ * 

Oat of them, who fpoke Gefr 
ivian fluently, mgde tbeexperir 
ment; die was evidently confur 
ied, blu(hed, and from accident^ 

or 
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or a knowlegc in the language, 
anjwered fome quejiions in Eng-- 
UJI:>l but, feeling as if (he had 
been hurried into an imprudence, 
fhc artfully changed the fubjed:, 
and denied having underftood 
what had been faid to her. 

This artlefs ftory is written 
with no other view but the 
warm hope that it may catch 
the eye of feme one interefted 
in this tale of woe, and the 
ardent wiflh of reftoring an ami- 
able and wretched young crea- 
ture to the arms of (perhaps) 
a broken-hearted parent. 

The 
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The writer heartily wifhes 
the whole had been a fidtion, 
and that he had not been him- 
felf an eye-witnefs to the diftrefs 
he relates — it would have fpared 
him many a pang of unavailing 
forrow» and (although a man) 
fome tears of ufelefs compaf- 
iion« 

PHILALETHES. 
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'f'4''f' ^he following lines (writ- 
ten under the idea that the BriJloU 
Jiranger was a fugitive from a 
Convent J wilU perhaps^ not be 
unacceptable to the public^ They 
are extraSied from a piece called 
•* Clifton HiWr publijhed, withfe- 
veralothersy ^ Anne Years ley, 
a felf-taught poetefs of BrifioU 
whofe works the tranflator is happy 
to recommend to the curious^ and 
the compajjionate reader. 



Beneath 
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Seneath this (lack Louifa's dwelling rofc. 
Here the fair Maniac bore three winter's fnows. 
Here long (he (hiver'd, ftiffeniBg in the biaft» 
The light'nings round their lifid horrors caft, — 

#####♦ 
She ftarts — then feiz'd the moment of her 

fate. 
Quits the lone cloyfter, and the horrid grate, 
Whilft wilder horrors to receive her wait : 
Muffled, on freedom's happy plains they (land. 
And eager feize her not reludlant hand. 
Too late to thefe mild fhores the moarner came. 
For now the guilt of Eight overwhelms her 

frame. 

###### 
Diflievelled lo her beauteous treiTes Ry, 
And the wild glance now fills the flaring eye: 

The 
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The balls fierce glaring in their orbits move ; ^ 
Bright rpherety (where beamM the fparkling 

fires of love) 
Now roam for obje^ls which once filFd her 
mindy 

Ah ! long loft objects they muft never find. 
lil-ftanM Louisa 1 






NARRATIVE, C^c. 



IN the fummer of the year 1768, the 
Count de Cobenzel, Imperial Mi- 
nifter at Bruffels, received a letter 
from a lady at Bourdeaux ; the writer 
requefted him "not to think itftrange, 
*' if his advice and friendfhip were 
** eagerly fought after •," — adding, 
** that the univerfal refpeft which his 
*• talents and his intereft at Court had 
** acquired, engaged her to addrefs 
** herfeif to him — that in a little 
** time he fhould know who the per- 
^[ fon was, that had prefumed to fo- 

B ** licit 
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** licit his good offices, and that per- 
** haps he would not repent of ha- 
** ving attended to her/* This let- 
ter, which was written in very indif- 
rent French, was figned La Freulen. 
The Count was defired to return an 
anfwer to Mademoifelle La Freulen, 
at Bourdeaux. 

. A (hort time after this, the Couat 
received a letter from Prague, figned 
" Lc Comte J. de Weiffendorflf,'* in 
which he was intreated to give die beft 
advice in his power to Mad."* La Freu- 
len — ^to intereft himlelf warmly in her 
behalf — to write to Bourdeaux in berfa* 
vor — and even to advance her money, 
to the amount of a thoufand ducats, 
if fhe ftood in need of it. The letter 
was concluded tn thefe words : When 

you 
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youjhdll kncnUj Sir^ who this ftmvgtt 
iSf you will be ddighfed to think timf 
you have ftrved her^ and grateful tp 
thofe who have given you the oppsrttf*- 
nity of doing it, 

M. de Cobenzel replied to the 
ftranger, that he was highly fcDfible 
of the honor of her good opinion «t^ 
that he fhovild J?e proud pf MTiftjng 
her with his «d vice^ aod of ferving her 
£0 the utmoft of hi^ power : but th^c 
it was firft abfolutejy necefiary h^ 
ihpuld be informed of her real oami^ 

After this the Couxit received a let- 
ter from Vienna, figned " Le Comte 
•* de rKetrichAein." In this he wi^ 
again requefted to pay every ppfCble 
Attention toMad-^^I^a Freulen, and in 
parucuiar to entreat her to be frugal. 

B 2 He 
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He anfwered this, . as well as the for- 
mer letter from Prague -^ but no 
notice was taken of his reply to ei- 
ther. 

Mean while his epiftolary inter- 
courfe with the young lady at Bour- 
deaux continued. Towards the end 
of the fame year, the wife of a tradef* 
man of that city, named Madame 
TEnglumee, came to BrulTels upon 
bufinefs — that budnefs having in-^ 
troduced her to the Count de Coben- 
zelj^c fpoke to him of La Freulen 
in terms of the higheft praife. She 
extolled her beauty, her elegance, and 
above all, that prudence and propri* 
ety of conduft, which did fo much 
honor to a perfon, left at that ten* 
der age to her own difpofal. She 

added. 
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added, that the young lady had a 
houfe of her own, that fhe was ge« 
nerous, expenfive, and even magni- 
ficent — that fhe had been three years 
at Bourdeaux — that the diftinguifh* 
ed attention with which the Marechal 
de Richelieu treated her, the extreme 
refemblance of her features to thofe 
of the late Emperor, Francis the Firft, 
and the entire ignorance of all the 
world, as to her birth, gave rife to 
ftrange conjedures — that the young 
lady had often been queftioned on the 
fubjed, but that fhe always took care 
to obferve the mofl: fcrupulous filence 
as to her family* 

The Count was afterwards deiired 
by Mad."** La Freulen, to fend her 
an head-drefs of BrufTcls lace, valued 

B 3 a( 
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aC fifty louisd'ors. This eommifBon 

h6 fcxecdted \ but fome time afterwards 

Qa fent him word that (he (hould re-> 

turn this head^dr^fs^ ( w hich (hehad only 

oMt Wort),) be^aufe (he was unable to 

jUy for it. The Count requefted her 

pot to give herfdf that trouble. 

She Ukewife informed him^ that 
iht v(7as highly difpleafed with the 
Count de Mercy-Argedteau, the Im* 
^ial Ambaflador at Paris, on account 
of that extreme curiofity which he 
thought proper to exprefs refpefiring 
her ftory. — She added, that all his 
perfccutioii would be fruitlefs, becaufe 
(he was determined not to admit him 
to her confidence. She faid, however, 
that ihe was ready to inform M. de 
Cobcnzel of every pardcuUr ~ but 

that 
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that the fecret was too important to be 
trufted to chance ; and therefore Ihe 
propofed to vifit the Auftrian Nether- 
lands, and relate to him all her hiftory. 
—In the mean time fhe fent him her 
fnfture, which fhe defired him to exa* 
mine with attention, and which might 
perhaps lead him to ibme conje&urcs 
as to what (he had to relate. Accor- 
dingly (he fent the miniature. — The 
Count faw in it nothing more than the 
features of a very lovely woman — 
but Prince Charles de Lorrain thought 
the portrait bore a ftrong refemblance 
to the late Emperor, his brother. 
. The correfpondence ftill continued 
— M. de Cobenzel anfwered all the 
letters in a polite, and even an affec- 
tionate manner^ but was particularly 

B 4 guarded 
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guarded in his expreflions. One day 
(he acquainted him that (he would 
fend him two more pidures, with one 
of which (he begged him to compare 
her own. The Count not receiving 
them, pre(red her to fulfil her pro- 
mifc — (he replied, that (he had fent 
them to a jeweller, to take them out 
of a cafket in which they were fet 
with diamonds, and that as fopn as 
the jeweller returned them, (he would 
difpatch them to BruflTels. In fadi:, 
about a fortnight afterwards, (he fent 
him the portraits of the Emperor and 
Emprefs. — The former was known 
by Prince Charles to have been paint- 
cd by Liotard. 

In December 1768, M. de Go- 
benzel received a very (ingular letter, 

dated 
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dated, " Vienna. From ng bed^ 
— two in the morntn^\ In this the 
Count was highly commended for 
the good advice he had given the 
young ftranger, and requeftejd to 
continue his attenpon^. He was told 
that M. de Mercy had behaved in a 
very different manner towards her, 
and that he might one day feel the 
confequences — The writer, added, 
that the poor girl had fuffered 
greatly j but that it was defigned 
to put her in fuch a fituation as 
would make her ample amends ; 
" jhs was fo tenderly recommended to 
^^ me by that per f on who was deareji 
" to me in the world T* , The Count 
was charged to inculcate oeconomy, 
and particularly admonifbed of the 

im* 
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importance of the fecrct. This letter 
had no fignature. 

Some time afterwards, the young 
lady fent toM. deCobenzel, enquiring, 
whether he had not received a letter 
concerning her ? He anfwered in the 
affirmative — and that ihe had been 
recommended to his care in the 
ftrongcft terms — flie replied, *' I am 
** much obliged to you for your good- 
** nefs ; but I will tell you honeftly, 
** that if I wanted any particular fa* 
** vor, I would rather addrefs myfelf 
" to God than to the Saints !** 

In the beginning of the year 1 769, 
the Count received fbme difpatche; 
from Vienna, which contained fcveral 
very extraordinary circumftances re« 

fpeding 
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fi)cfting the ftranger. The Court of 
Vienna had fent a requifuion to that of 
Verfailles, to arreft La Frculen, and 
to fend her under a ftrong guard to 
Bruflels, where fhe was to be exa- 
mined by M. de Cobentel, and the 
flfft Prefident, M. de Neny. Prince 
Charlei, about the fame time, receiv- 
ed a letter from the Emprefs, enjoin* 
ing him to be very careful that the 
prifoner (hould not efcape — and bid- 
ding him rpare neither pains nor ex- 
pence in detaining her. Her Majefty's 
letter was concluded as follows — 
f ' This wretch wijhts to pafs for the 
** daughter of our late royal mafter — 
^* if there was the leafl probability in 
f* the fiory^ I would love her^ and 
5* treat her like one of my own children: 

'' —hut 
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-v^but I know that U is an mpofiure\ 
and I wifh every pojfible effort to be 
^* made that ibis unhappy creature 
*' may no longer profane the dear and 
venerable name of our departed 
Lord.** Her Majefty recommen- 
ded the ftrifteft fecrecy in carrying 
on the bijfinefs — and added, that 
this adventure had already made too 
much noife, and that all Europe 
would fpon ring of it. 

It feems the Court of Vienna was 
informed of the affair in the follow- 
ing manner. While the Emperor 
was on his travels in Italy, the King 
of Spain received a letter, apparently 
written by his Imperial Majeftyi 
informing him in confidence, that 
his father, the late Emperor, had left 

a 
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a natural daughter, whofe ftory was 
only known to his filler the Arch- 
dutchefs Marianne, himfelf, and a 
few faithful and confidential friends 
— that the young lady had been 
moft earneftly recommended to his 
care by his father — and that fhe was 
refident at Bourdeaux. He intreat- 
ed the King of Spain to fend for 
her, and give her an eftablifhment 
at Madrid with fome lady of rank, 
or in a convent, where (he might 
be treated with the care and refpeft 
due to her birth, till fome plan 
IhouB be > fixed on for the future 
happinefs of her life. He added, 
that he requefted this mark of friend- 
fliip of His Catholic Majefty, becaufe 
he himfelf did not dare to undertake 

thefe 
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theft kind offices for the perfon in 
queftion, left the Emprefs (hould 
by Ibme mean$ or other hear of it, 
whom he wifhed to remain in per- 
petual ignorance of the ftory. 

The King of Spain, thinking this 
letter very extraordinary, tranfmitted 
it to the Emperor himfelf, who was 
then at Milan, demanding fome ex- 
planation of the matter. The Em- 
peror, who had not written the letter, 
nor had ever heard a fyllable of the 
adventure, fent the pacquet to the 
Emprefs ; who made immediate en- 
quiries about the ftranger, and dif«> 
patched a melTenger to Bourdeaux 
to feize her. She was arrefted in 
her own houfe, in Auguft 1769, by 
M. Carcl de Ferrand, Lieutenant of 

the 
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the Marcchaufee of the Province 
of Guienne, who was her intimate 
friend, and whofc nephew had foli- 
cited her hand i but this^ for reafons 
that will afterwards appear, (he had 
peremptorily refufed. As foon as 
the rumor of her arreft was fpread 
about the city, her creditors took the 
alarm ; and Madame L'Englumee, 
the very perfon who had given fuch 
an advantageous charadter of her tp 
M. de Cobenzel, came to infult her 
in fo brutal a manner, that M. de 
Ferrand ordered her to be turned out 
of the apartment. 

Fear and diftrefs took off much 
of La Freulen*s beauty — (he had 
continual fpafms in her (lomacb, at* 
tended with fpitting of blood ; which 

obliged 



t I6 ] 

obliged her to travel very flowly. 
At length (he arrived att Bruffels, 
attended by M. de Poyot, in officer 
under M, de Ferrand. While' (he 
was on her journey, and almoft 
immediately before fhe quitted the 
French dominions, a perfon un- 
known, dreffcd like a courier, put 
a billet into her hands at the coach- 
window, and then fled with the ut- 
moft precipitation. She begged her 
guide to read the billet, which only 
contained thefe words — ** My dear 
** girl, every thing has been at- 
** tempted to fave you : keep up 
** your fpirits, and do not defpair.*' 
She protefted that (he neither knew 
the courier, nor the hand writing. 

On 
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On her arrival at BrufTels, fhe 
was immediately taken to the houfe 
of the Count de Cobenzel. She was 
drefTed in a gown of grey taffeta, 
a black cloak, and a veil of white 
gauze, which covered her face, and 
which (he took off when (he entered 
the minifter*s apartment. Her figure 
would have intcrefted the moft infen- 
fible heart in her favour. She was 
tall and elegantly formed — her air 
was at once fimple and majeftic— « 
her complexion fair; her arms de- 
licately turned — her hair brown, and 
calculated to receive the embelli(h- 
ments of art to the greateft advantage. 
-—She had that fre(hnefs of colour 
which no borrowed tints can imiutei 
fine dark eyes, and a look which 

C ex. 
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cxprefled every emotion of her foul. 
She fpoke French with a Germaj> 
accent, and appeared much confufcd, 
but without any particular fymptom 
of female weaknefs. 

Her alarm was foop diflipated by 
that confidence which M. de Coben-» 
zcl fo well knew how to infpire— 
in her letters fhe had always called 
him her Father — when in his prc- 
&nce fhe addreffed him by the fame 
endearing name->-(he woqld have 
kifled his^ hand, but he prevented her 
by catching her in his arms. H^ 
fet down near her *— talked to her 
pn the fubjedk of her health — defire4 
her to make herfelf perfedlly eafy-«» 
and told her fh^ fliould hav^ the 
utmoft atcemion and ihe I^indeft 

treat- 
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treatment, if flie would ftriftly adhefc 
to truth.— She repeated feveral times, 
*' Yes, my dear father, I will in^orrn 
" you of every thing — I am a good 
*' girl, and never injured any humart 
•* creature. It is true, I have con* 
" tradled fome debts — but was that 
** a crime ? 1 had been plcDtifulIjr 
*• fupplied with money, and cxp66led 
** a continuation of my allowance.** 
All her diftrefs appeared to arifli 
from the circumftance of her debts-— 
thofe (he confidered as her only faults, 
and as the fole caufe of her having 
b^en apprehended. She inveighed" 
againft the cruelty of Madame L*En- 
gfumee— fhe faid, that M. dc Ferrand 
had afiured her, the fum due to that 
won^n fhottld ortly be paid in part, 
- C 2 as 
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as (he had grofsly deceived her in the 
price of every article that (he had fold 
her. She exprefled no concern what* 
ever at her being a prifoner, and 
only alked M. de Cobenzel if (he 
might not remain at his houfe. The 
Count frankly told her that this 
was impoITible ; afTuring her at the 
fame time, that fhe fhould be treated 
with all imaginable refpeft in an 
apartment he had prepared for her 
in the fortrefs of Monterel> which 
was at a very little diftance from 
BrufTels ; and that if fhe wanted any 
thing, fhe had but to exprefs her wifh, 
and her commands fhould immedi- 
ately be obeyed. He promifed to 
wait on her there the next day ; and 
fhe took her leave of him, to all 

ap. 
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appearance in a date of perfefl: tran- 
quillity. She was conduced to Fort 
Montcrcl, under the guard of Major 
de Camerlang, a man of fenfe and 
good nature ; and M. de Neny had 
taken care to provide a female atten- 
dant for her. The next day the Count 
went to fee her — he found her in very 
good fpirits; fhe feemed delighted 
with her apartment, and pleafed with 
the conduft of thofe about her. The 
Count offered her the ufe of any books 
from his library . She thanked him ; but 
faid ihe never had a nfioment which 
hung heavy on her hands, fo much 
was her mind taken up with vifio- 
nary proje&s for her future life — 
the truth was, fhe could neither read 
nor write. M. de Catnerlang taughc 

C 3 her 
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her to fign her «a!ne, while fhe was 
4a coniinemjeat. The capfc of this 
ignorance will prcfently be explain- 

The next day her examination 
began. M. de Cobenzel and the Pre- 
fident went to Fort Monterel^ at ten 
in ttie niorning.^ The Count de JNTeny, 
iivho had not as yet feen the pri^ner, 
was extreoaely furprifed at her ftri- 
]png refemblance to the late Em* 
jperpr. They aiked her, where ihe 
:was born ? (he (aid, . (he knew not, 
but that (he had been to]d the place 
whcce fhe was educated, was called 
Bohemia. 3he was afked if that 
^lace was a town ;? and what was the 

^arlieft incident in the courfe of her 

/• ■ 

life that ihe could remember? (he 

faid. 
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faid, that the place where (he was 
brought up, was a little fequeftered 
houfe in the country ; that there was 
neither town nor village near it — and 
that before her inhabiting this houfe, 
(he hud not the leaft recollefbion of 
any thing which had happened to 
her. That in her infancy (he had been 
under the care of two women, onef 
^out fifty years old, the other about 
thirty. That flie Called the firft 
Mama^ the fecond Catherine — that 
flie flept in the apartment of the 
firft-named woman, and that both 
of them treated her wth much kind* 
nefs and affeftion — that from tfrne 
to time, an Eccleiiaftic, (as (he has 
fince fufpefted a Jefuit) came to fay 
mafs in an apartment in the houfe, 

C4 and 
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and to teach her the catechiftn — that 
the woman fhe named " mama," had 
begun to inftrudt her in reading and 
writing, but that the pried oppofed 
it, from the moment it came to his 
knowledge ; and from that time (he 
was taught no more. However, ihe 
added, that he always treated her 
with infinite refpeft. 

She faid, that about a year after 
this, a handfome man, in a hunting 
fuit, accompanied by another gen- 
tleman, dreft in the fame manner, 
came to the houfe where (he re- 
fided. That (he was immediately, 
fent for ; when the ftranger embraced 
her, placed her on his knees, careflTed 
her much, and recommended it to 
her to be good and fubmiflive. She 

doubts 
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doubts not that this perfon had leea 
her before, bccaufe flie recollefts that 
he thought her grown taller, and 
altered; but (he never remembers 
having feen him at any former 
time. 

About eighteen months afterwards, 

4 

he returned, accompanied by the 

iame attendant as before, and even 

in the very fame drefs. She faid, 

that, at this fecond interview, the 

features of her unknown vifitor made 

fo ftrong an impreflion on her mindy 

hat had fhe never feen him more^ 

he (hould not have forgotten them. 

he fays he was of a middling fize, 

id rather corpulent, had an open 

tuntenance, a ruddy complexion, a 

rk beard, and a litde white fpot 

upoo 
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upon one of his temples. She ob- 
fcrvcd that M. de Neny bore fome 
diftant refemblance to the perfon (he 
Ipoke of, particularly in the lower 
part of his face — (he faid further, 
that at this fecond interview, . re- 
^larking fame what red that appear- 
ed about the ftranger's neck un- 
^ his riding-coat, fhe a(ked him 
what it was? he replied, it was z 
mafk of diftinftion worn by officers 
-—(he, ignorant in every particular, 
enquired what he meant by an offi- 
cer ? " They are," faid he. Men of 
Honor, Gallantry and Spirit, whom 
*« you muft love, becaufc you arc 
*' the daughter of an officer your- 
*« fclf.** She added, that at this 
fecond vifit (he found herfelf ex- 
tremely attached to the ftranger — and 

that 
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hat when he took his leave, ihe 
hed a Bood of tears; at which he 
ippeared much affedled, and promifed 
ler foon to return. 

He did not keep his word — for 
tie returned not till two years after; 
ind when ihe reproached him with 
ihfcnting himfelf (o long, he told 
ber, that at the time he had fixed 
for coming to her, he had been 
iriokntly ill, in confequence of over- 
heating himfelf in the chace. 

[N. B. Prince Charles recolleAed, 
that at a time correfponding with 
that above mentioned, the Emperor 
was in ;faft taken ill on his return 
from hunting.] 

This third interview, which was 
the laft, furnifhes the moft intereft- 

ing 
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ing anecdotes. The ftranger defired 
to be left alone with her. When 
he told her of his illnefs, Ihe (bed 
tears — he was himfelf melted, and 
alked her why fhe wept ? " Becaufe 
** I love you." He aflfured her that 
he felt equal love for her — ^that he 
would take care of her — would make 
her rich and happy — would give her 
a palace, money, and attendants; 
and that her domeftics fhould wear 
yellow and blue liveries. He afked 
her, afterwards, if fhe did not wifli 
to fee the queen ? flic replied, Ihe 
did not know what a queen meant. 
•* A queen is the firft lady in the 
** kingdom, and highly to be refpefl:- 
** ed as fuch; you would love her 
** much if you knew her — but that, 
** for the fake of her peace of mind, 

.you 



[ 29 ] 

** you muft never do." — He 
then prefented her with the two 
pifturcs, which Ihc had fent from 
Bourdeaux to M. de Cobenzel. She 
faid, (he told the ftranger, that one 
was his own pifture — he allowed it ; 
and bade her keep ic as long as ihe 
lived, as well as that of the Emprefs : 
and a third pidure, which he after- 
wards gave her, of a female, whofe 
features were half-concealed by a 
veil. This, he told her, was her 
own. mother. The pidlurcs were in 
a. blue (ilk purfe that contained a 
great quantity of ducats. The ftran- 
ger, when he quitted the young lady^ 
aflured her fhe fhould foon be happy^ 
and not have a wifh ungratified ; but 
that (he muft promiie him never to 
marry, and to keep that vow always 

VOL 
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in her remembrance. After this he 
took leave of her with the utmofk ten- 
dernefs, and fhe herfclf was extremely 
affefted. 

She related, that in the intervall 
between the ftranger's firft and fecond 
vifit, there came one day, accompa- 
nied by two men, a lady, who alked 
to fee her — the lady was dreft in a 
ftyle of great fimplicity — ^was of mo- 
derate ftature, fair, of a pleafing 
alpeft, and rather inclining to cor- 
pulence. This lady looked ait her 
with great earneftnefs, and began to 
weep — (he afked her feveral indiffe- 
rent queftions, and then embracing 
her two or three times, faid, ** My 
•* child, you are indeed unhappy!"— 
Her emotion was fo greats that fhe 

called - 
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called for a glafs of water to keep 
her from fainting — Ibe drank it» and 
departed immediately. Mad,^^"" la 
Freiilen faid, that fhe could not be 
pofitive, whether the pifturc which 
the ftranger gave her at hi$ lafl: 
vifit^ bore any refemblance to this 
lady^ 

When the examination had pro¥ 
ceedtd thus far^ it was obferved that 
the young prifoner began to preva<^ 
ricate about the circumftances of her 
ftory. . Yet even after this was dif- 

cov^rcdi (he perfifted in moft fo- 
kmnly declaring, that till now^ and 
indeed till her quitting the houfe 
where (he was educated, her narrative 
had been faithful in all its particulars. 
Every incident was thoroughly cjt- 

amined 
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^ and the wife of this mer- 
I i.rrwith Madame Guil- 
: II w!.omfhe remained du- 
iiole time of her ftay in 
A fortnight after her ar- 
' 7's houfe, a letter was 
, addreOed to Made- 
Juliana de Schonati, 
at her leaving Bohc- 
told her ftie was in 
Itfider as her own. Ma- 
bmot, by herdefire, read 
J'her. — It contained rules 
^re condud, and alTuran- 
!he fhould be amply fup- 
i money — (he was advifed 
r to remain with Madame 
biimot i but to perfuadc that lady 
lifs all htr other boarders, and 
her attention to her alone. 
D a this 
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tharine and her mama in the wkIc 
preceding her departure, had given 
her moft frightful ideas of the life to 
which Qx thought hcrfelf condemned 
for the reminder of her days. She 
could not teil what towns fhe palled 
through ; but faid, that on her arri* 
val at Hamburgh, the prieft, after 
difmifling Catharine, made her em- 
bark on board a vell&l freighted for 
Bourdeaux. The moment fhe took 
fhip, a man, to all appearance about 
fifty years old, came to offer her his. 
fervices, faying, that he would .take, 
care of her during her voyage. On 
their arrival at Bourdeaux, :his r 
who had acquired great in^uenced 
her, tookj 




[ 35 ] 
that city ; and the wife of this tWer- 
chant placed her with Madame GuiN 
laumot, with whom ftie remained dtf> 
ring the whole time of her ftay in 
Bourdeaux. A fbrtnig^t after her alr- 
rivai at this lady's houfe, a letter wis 
brought to her, addrefled to Madii- 
moifelle Felicia Juliana de Schonail, 
a name which, at her leaving Bohe- 
mia, the Prieft told her (he was m 
future to confider as her own. Ma- 
dame Guillaumot, by her defire,' reatl 
this letter to her. — It contained rults 
for her future condud, and aflunm* 
.ces, that (he (hould be amply fup- 
Slied with money — (he was adviied 

f thewricer to remain with Madame 
^Uillsumot i but to perfuade that lady 

LfHTmifs all her other boarders, »nd 

attention to her alone. 

D a th.v(. 
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This letter was concluded without ei- 
ther fignature or dace, and it enjoin- 
ed her to be difcreet, and to forbear 
making too curious enquiries. —Some 
days after this, a gentleman came to 
her houfe, and, without any preface, 
put a purfe of a thoufand louis d'ors 
into her hands ( only adding, that he 
was commanded to advance her that 
fum for the purchafe of furniture. She 
afked him, from whence the money 
came ? he begged her to make her- 
felf eafy, and not to be curious. 
. — She fays fhe has reafon to think 
this man was an Ecdefiaftic. She 
then took a houfe and furniQied it. 
Madame Guillaumot went thither as 
her companion — and fhe lived at 
Bourdeaux amongft pcrfons of the 

6rft 
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firft confequence, till the day of her 
confinement. 

The manner in which the ftranger 
told the tale of her embarking at 
Hamburgh and her arrival at Bour- 
deaux, appearing highly improbable, 
M. de Cobenzel told her, it was evi- 
dent, that her ftory was untrue. — He 
bade her remember what he told her 
the day of her arrival at Bruflels; 
*« that the only way to obtain the fa- 
** vor and proteftion of the Emprcfi, 
*' was to be ingenuous and fmcere*'— 
that it was on this condition alone he 
had offered her his beft fervices; but 
that, as he found (he had deceived 
him, he (hould now abandon her to 
the confequeiices of her impofture. 
As the Count faid this, he looked at 

D 3 her 



h^mth a^fiicsij ai)d fevcre Counter 
nance, which difconcerted her th^ 
naoi;ie, zs tijl qpiy> (he had f^ly feen 
that air of te^cjecnefs ^nd policenefs^ 
w^l^icb marked hl^ charafter. She> 
w^8 all confufion -^ and M. de Co-r 
bjffljiLel having rifen from h}3 fe^p^ 4^ 
if about to depar,t» fl^c held him. by 
his cloaths, and throwing herfelf at 
his feet, faid, with many tears^ thaf 
it was true (he h^d much to relate 
to him, but (he would fay no ipore 
in the prefence of Mpnlieur de NcAy/s 
iecretary. A^ fopn as that gentl^m^a 
had left the room, flie fell down ^- 
g^in on her kneci^ and >vith reqew.e^c 
cxpreffions of grief, entreated M. dc 
Cobenzel to takie pity upon her ; con*» 
fejSed that flate had deceived him ia 

the 
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tlie account of her embarkation it 
Hamburgh; but called Heaven to 
^itnefsy that all which fhe hiad faid 
6f her education in Bohemia was 
friiif, to the moft minute circurtt- 
ftarice. She afterwards always pier- 
fiffied in this affertion, nor ever va- 
ried, in the fmalleft particular, wheh 

crbfs-examined, at different times, as 
to the former part of her life. — And 
thu^ (tit told anew the ftory of her 
departure. 

When the piieft came to take her 
frotn her houfe in Bohemia, he told 
her, that he was going to condudt 
her to a c6nvent in France. Igno- 
rant as (he was, the little which Ca- 
tharine and her mama had told hrf 
of a religiotfs life, taught her to cdn- 

D 4 fider 
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fidcr It as an horrible prifon, from, 
which there was no cfcape — and 
this idea had fo ditlurbed her mind, 
that from the moment of her quitting 
her habitation in Bohemia, (he had 
formed the projeft of flying, as foon 
as poffible, from fuch captivity.— 
During her journey to Hamburgh^ 
ihe found no opportunity of execu- 
ting her defign — but her alarms were 
fo much increafed, when on her arrU. 
val in that city, fhe faw the fea, and. 
the (hips, that on the eve of the day 
fixed for her departure, (he rofe from 
Catharine's fide as fhe flept, made a 
little parcel of one gown and fome 
linen, took the purfe with the three 
pidures, and the loo ducats which, 
the ftranger had given her, and ac 

break 
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break of day left the city. She 
v^alked a long time ; till fpent 
with fatigue and terror, Ihe took re- 
fuge in the barn of a farmer, and 
there fell afleep. The owner of the 

premifes found her, and (truck with, 
her youth and beauty, civilly offered 
her a little room, and the bed bed ia 
his houfe, which (he accepted. 

Her fears not fufFering her to con- 
tinue fo near to Hamburgh, fhe fooa 
quitted this retreat. She wiflied to 
give fome proof of her gratitude to 
the honed: people who had afforded 
her prottdion ; but they would ac« 
cept of nothing. From hence, mount* 
cd on a wretched carriage, fhe took 
the road towards Sweden. — The third 
day ot her journey, (he fell from the 

vehicle, 
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Vehicle, and received fo dangerous & 
wound in her head, that it was necef- 
fary to take her to a neighbouring inn, 
and call in the afliftance of a furgcoh. 
It happened, that a Dutch family 
called at this inn in their way to Swe- 
den — thcfc people defrayed the ex- 
pcnces of her ficfcncfs, and, cut of 
compaffion, fuffered her to join their 
trw^Hing party. [At hfr exami- 
nation, ihe told the names o( thefcf 
HoUanders, as weH as that of a Lu- 
thcnttv prkft w4io was with themj and 
who, ar this" prefent time, is private 
tutor to a merchant's children inr 
Hambucghfr] When (he arrived at- 
Stockholm,, (he quitted her fdllo^ 
travellers, and went to lodge at th» 
botjfc: of a Gemiaa wom^n» whofe 

hufband 
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hu(band had a fmall pod under Oo^ 
vernrpent. This woman, happily fofr 
the ftranger, was a pcrfon of grea& 
integrity,, and, cencf?ived the tender^' 
eft friend (hip for her. While (he 
refided here, her hair-dreflcr tolA 
her one day, that . the Count de BeU 
giofo,. Imperial Minifter at Stock- 
holm, was making ftrid inquiry after 
ar young lady that had eloped from; 
Hamburgh. The ftranger, who be-, 
gan to form an idea of the confe- 
quences of her flight, and whom the 
apgrehenfions of poverty terrified ftill. 
more than the thoughts of a con<* 
vient, told her informer, that fhe was 
the perfon fought after, and per-* 
mitted him to make this difcovery ta 
the Ambafladon The next day (hie; 
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reccivcdl a billet from that Miniftcr, 
inviting her to his houfe. The billet 
was read to her by a girl that waited 
upon her, named Sophia — (he did 
not hefitate a moment, but repaired 
that day to the Count de Belgiofo. 
He received her with great refpedk j 
afked her the circumftances of her 
departure from Hamburgh — and it 
being (as he thought by her replies,) 
evident that Ihe was the perfon whom 
he fought, he told her, that he was 
inftrufted to take the greateft care of 
her, and that he would go to fee 
whether Ihe was in convenient lodg- 
ings. He offered her money, which 
ihe accepted, for the blue purfe was 
«itirely empty. M. de Belgiofo went 
to vifit her the next day — he told her 
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Ihe muft (lay no longer in fuch a 

place, and that he would procure her 
a more commodious apartment near 
his own houfe. In two days (he went 
to this apartment — it was at the 
houfe of a tradefman: and Sophia 
continued about her perfon, — M. dc 
Belgiofo fent her a lacquey, and fur- 
nilhed her with provifions from his 
own table. Not long afterwards, he 
told her that (he had been ftill more 
ftrongly recommended to his protec* 
tion, and that (he muft take up her 
abode at his houfe ; and accordingly 
(he went thither the fame afternoon. 

She fays, that while (he was at the 
houfe of M. de. Belgiofo, (he was fo 
affedted by the fight of a pi£ture, per- 
fedly refembling the Granger who 

came 
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came three times to fee her at her 
dwelliag in Bohemia, that (he fwoon^ 
cd away upon the fpoc. [The Count 
de Belgiofo has by letter confirmed 
this aflertion ; and it feems the pic- 
ture was that of the Emperor Francis.] 
It was with the greateft difficulty that 
they recovered her from her fainting- 
fit ; and a violent fever was the con- 
fcquence, which very nearly proved 
fatal to her. She fays, /he grew 
taller during this illnefs, which lafted 
iix weeks, and was fo much altered, 
that (he appeared to be thirty years 
old, though (he could not at this 
time have been above fixteen. 

When (he was perfeftly recovered, 
the Amba(rador told her, he had re- 
ceived advice from Hamburgh, that 

fhc 
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Ihe had quitted that city in company 

with a young £ngli(hman. She de- 
nied it in the mod folemn manner, 
becaufe ihe had no Engliih acquain* 
tance whatever : but M. de Belgiofo* 
perfifted in his accufation fo long, 
that, wearied out with conilant per* 
fecution on the fubjedt* fhe confeire4 
herfelf guilty of a crime that (he 
knew was falfcly laid to her charge. , 
This rafh confeffion, as well as 
many other inftances of. imprudence 
in her condudi:, fhe attempted to, 
palliate, in a manner that very ftrong* 
ly proved her fimplicity and ig- 
norance of the world. This igno-, 
ranee extended to fuch a degree^ 
that M. St.,G^re, Affiflant to the 
Imperial Confwl at Bourdeauic, wha 

was 
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was fent for to Bruflels during the 
prifoncr's examination, depofcd, that 
vhile he was her fecretary at Boiir- 
deaux, (he wiQied him to fign a 
feigned name to a letter — and when 
he remonftrated, that fhe could not 
make ufe of a name that was not her 
own, (he replied, " Who can forbid 
•* my doing any thing that I wi(h ? 
•' May I not aflfume any name, any 
•* fignature, at my pleafure ?*' 

It muft be obferved, that at the 
time of her elopement from Ham- 
burgh, the daughter of a merchant 
in that city was carried off by a 
young Englilhman; and this adven- 
ture, being confounded with that of 
our heroine, gave the Ambaffador 
thofe fufpicions which (he had the 

folly 
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Folly to confirm. It is evident that 
after this confcflion^ M. de Belgiofo 
believed her to be the merchant's 
daughter, and not the young lady 
who had been recommended to his 
care : becaufe a little time after 
this, he told her, he was miftaken 
as to her perfon, and advifed her 
to return to Hamburgh. He gave 
her 25 louis d*ors for her travelling 
expcnces, and cntrufted her to the 
care of a merchant who was then 
on his return to that city. On her 
arrival at Hamburgh, fhe anxioufly 
fought after thofe perfons, whom fhe 
had quitted with fo much precipita- 
tion — Ihe walked every day on the 
quay, and in the mod frequented 
parts of the town, 
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At this time, a man, in appearance 
about fifty years old, and plainly 
drefled, who had followed her at a 
diftance for feveral days, at laft ac- 
cofted her, and propofed to her to 
go to Bourdeaux. She confented 
to it the more readily, becaufe fhe 
recoUeded that the pried had wiflied 
her to embark for that place — and 
Ihe fuppofed, that by following the 

plan at firft marked out for her, ihe 
fhould the more eafily meet with thofe 
who interefted themfelves about her 
fate. The man whom fhe met on 
the quay embarked with her — her 
voyage was profpcrous in every par» 
ticular, and he attended her during 
the courfe of it in the manner ihe 
had at firft related. The prifoner 

always 
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always perfifted in faying that eviery 
circumftance (hie had mentioned, of 
her arrival at Bourdeaux, and her 
adventures in that city, was moft 
fcrupuloufly true. 

Soon after fhe had taken a houfe of 
her own, to which Madame Guillau- 
mot accompanied her, (he received ail 
anonymous letter, in which (he was 
commanded to go to the Duke de 
Richelieu^ and a(k that proteftion^ 
of which (he ftood To much in need. 
The writer preflfed her the more car- 
neftly to do this, becaufe thie Duke 
was already acquainted with the par- 
ticulars of her ftory. . Accordingly (he 
went to the Duke's palace. He in- 
formed her that he had received a 
letter from t4ie Princcfs d'Aver(berg, 
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recommending Mad."^ de Schonau in 
the ftrongeft terms to his care. He 
nudjB her a thoufend ofitrs of fervfce, 
Und according to his cuftom, faid 
more than a woman of ^hcmor ought 
to hear. She biirft into tears^ and 
on her knees implored his pity ; and 
the Duke on hi^ part, made apologies 
for his imprudence, 

A few days afoer this he came to her 
houfe, and earneftly recommended it 
to her to learn the French leanguage^ 
which as yet (he undcrftood very im* 
pcrfedly. M. dc Richelieu paid her 
federal other vifils, and always treated 
her with the highcft rcfpedt. She 
was a conftant gueft at all his enter- 
tainments, and when any queftions 
were alked him concerning her, he 

made 
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made this uniform reply — " She is a 
** lady of great diftinlfion.*^ 

The reft of the examination con- 
fifted of minute circiimftances, fo- 
reign to our purpofe ; and chiefly 
refpefted the company with whom 
(he aflbciated during her refidence 
At Bourdeaux. It muft not however 
be forgotten, that fhe had there two 
very advantageous offers of mar* 
ri age : the one from M. de ' ; the 
other from the nephew of M. de 
Ferrand, a counfellor of the parlia- 
ment of Bourdeaux. She refufed 
both} conceiving herfelf bound to 
perpetual celibacy by the promife 
fhe had made the ftranger in Bo* 
hemia, 
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It is ncceflary to frtcntion her pe- 
cuniary rcfources. Wc have already 
obfervcd, that while (he lived with Ma- 
dame Guillaumot, a pcrfon unknown 
prefented her with a purfe containing 
a thoufand louis d'ors. This fame 
pcrfon brought her feveral fums of 
money afterwards, at different times ; 
and Ihc received through this channel 
about 150,000 livres, without ever 
learning, or being able to difcover 
to whom fhe was obliged for this 
noble allowance* As all this tended 
to confirm her in her ideas that (he 
belonged to a very wealthy family, (he 
(pent this money as fait as (he re- 
ceived it. AH at once her . remit- 
tances flopped. She had little or no 
money by her — fo that in a (hort 

time. 
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timf) as (he made no alteration what* 
ever in her ftyle of living, (he con- 
traftcd debts to the amount of 
60,000 livres, which remained un- 
difcharged at the time of her being 
arrefted at Bourdeaux. 

In the defperate fituation to which 
the menaces of her creditors reduced 
her, fhe took the wild refolution of 
fabricating thofe letters, which whea 
prefented to her at her examination, 
fhe owned were diftated by herfelf.* 
As, firft, the letter to M. de Coben- 
zel, dated, " Vienna — From my bed 
«< — two in the morning.** — Another, 
figned^ " Le Comte J, de Weiflen- 
*' dorfF/' — Another to the Emperor, 
addrefled to Florence, — Another to 
the Bavarian Minifter at Paris. -« 
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AM, laftly, the letter to the King 
of Spain, which had led to the dis- 
covery. But though fhe frankly con- 
kStd the having fent all thefe letters, 
Ihe declared at the fame time her per- 
feft ignorance of that iigned " Le 
*' Comte de Dietric-hfteiD*' — and of 
feveral others, which the Counts de 
Cobenzel and de Neny had received 
from time to time concerning her. 

It is obfervable, that her fimpli* 
city was fo great, as to make it im« 
polfible to explain to her how highly 
criminal (he bad been, in procuring 
forged letters on fubjeds of fuch im- 
portance. She made the fame re* 
ply now, that fhe had done to M. 
St. Gere at Bourdeaux. — - Nay, fhe 
innocently perfifted in it, that fhe^ 

thought 
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thought fhe had adted right — be* 
caufe the extraordinary education that 
bad been given her^ the conjedlures (he 
had formed of her parentage, the por- 
traits which gave fuch weight to thofe 
conjedlures, and theconfiderable fums 
that had been remitted to her, could 
not but lAd her to fufped, that flie 
was the late Emperor^s daughter— She 
declared that (he had. never uttered her 
thoughts to any human creature : but 
finding herfeif all at once utterly fpr- 
faken, (he concluded the perfon wa& 
dead, who had the charge of furnifh* 
ing her with money. — And as fhe 
fuppofed that this perfon alone was. 
acquainted with the place of her a- 
bode, (he concluded that her fupplies 
only ceafed, becaufe her refidence wat 
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no longer known. However, as (he 
thought it highly probable that her 
father might have entrufted more than 
one perfon with the fccrct of her birth, 
ihe hoped, by writing to all the mod 
iiluftrious fcrvants of the houfe of 
Auftria, to find fome one, who know- 
ing her hiftory, might place her in 
that fituation which her father had 
defigned for her. She faid further, 
that (he did not write thefe letters in 
her own name, becaufe (he would not 
cxpofe hcrfelf to the troublefome cu- 
rio(ity of tho(c, who not being in the 
Iccret, would immediately make en- 
quiry about her birth. That if but 
one of thofe letters had fallen into 
the hands of any perfon acquainted 
with her ftory, that perfon would 

im- 
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immediately have known more par* 
ticulars of her life than fhe herfelf 
could know. In the mean time, her 
fufpicions being unfupported by po- 
fitive proof, all that (he could fdf 
would not prevent her pafllng for an 
impoftor. She added, that a flrong 
argument of her confcious innocence, 
and of her firm perfuafion that fhe 
was really the Emperor's daughter, 
might be drawn from the circum- 
fiance of her having pointed out 
the place of her abode in all her 
letters; every one of which tended 
to put her in the power of the court 
of Vienna — that court, which was 
alone interefted in punifhing a fraud 
of this nature. — She affirmed, that 
ihe never had confulted any perfoa 

what- 
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vrbatever as to the (teps (he had taken 
— and (he pardculariy denied having 
written the letter, figned *« The Prin- 
•* cefs d*Aver{berg,'' which the Duke 
de .Richelieu received foon after her 
arrival at Bourdeaux. 

One remark ought to be made 
ypon this letter. The Duke imme* 
lii^ejy fent a polite anfwer to the 
P/incefs d* Averfterg, ftating, " that 
*> in confequeoce of her recommen- 
V dafion, he would treat Mad.^^^de 
** Schonau with all poffible refpeft^ 
♦* and would afford her every fer- 
*« vice in his power." This letter 
was delivered to the Princeft by M^i 
du Chatclct, at that time the French 
Ambaflador at Vienna. We may 
naturally fuppofe, that if ihe had not 

written 
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written to the Duke in favor of the 
ftranger, ihe would immediately have 
anfwered, that (he knew not foch a 
perfon as Mad."* de Schonau; for 
no one would willingly iecond any 
impofturc — but fhe made no anfwcf 
whatever. It is natural therefore to 
foppofe, that fhe did write the letter 
of recommendation-^ and that confe*^ 
quently (he knew all the myfteries of 
the dr^nger's birth. This being the 
caie, what motive could have indu* 
ced the Emprefs fo expre(sly to 
guard her mini(lers againft a(king 
any queftions whatever of the Princcft 
d'Averfberg? This would infallibly 
have led to a difcovery of the whole, 
ftory. 

The 
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The account which the prifonct 
gave of the late Duke of York is like- 
v^fe very important. As foon as his 
Roy al Highncfs arrived at Bourdeaux, 
he fent to inform Mad,"'' de Schonau, 
that he had an affair of great confe- 
quence to communicate to her ; and 
he requefted her to appoint fome 
time, when he might fee her, without 
the knowledge of any perfon in the 
city. She replied, that if he wifhed 
for fecrecy, (be thought the mod 
private hour would be at fix in the 
morning, after a ball given by the 
Duke de Richelieu. His Royal High- 
nefs came at the appointed time. He 
told her, that the intent of his vifit 
was to learn the amount of her debts, 
and that he was commanded by a 
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lady of quality to give her a fum of 
money. She confeffed to him, that 
her creditors importuned her greatly 
for 60,000 livres. He defired her to 
make herfelf perfeftly eafy, and the 
fame day fent her 700 louis d'ors; 
informing her, that he would fooa 
furnifli her with money fufficient to 
difcharge all her debts. His Royal 
Highnefs left Bourdeaux on the mor« 
row. 

A fhort time after this (he fell fick. 
One morning, wbilft St. Gere was 
by her bedfide, a letter was brought 
her from the Duke of York, dated 
" Monaco." St. Gere began to read, 
as follows — ** / was about to find 
*• you the remainder of your money ; 
•* hut when I left your boufij I re* 
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** ceived a letter j which pojitively com^ 
** manded me to give you no more than 
** a part of it. I have written to the 

« Princefs d'Av -"• St. Gere ha- 

read thus far, fhe fnatched the letter 
out of his hands, and would not fuf- 
fcr him to finifli it. [All the cir- 
cumftances rcfpefting this letter have 
been fince proved.] 

When Ihe was alked, why fhe 
fnatched the letter out of St. Gere^s 
hands ? and who was the princefs 
mentioned in it ? Ihe replied, it wa& 
the Princefs d'Averfberg — that ihe 
herfelf did not know her; but the 
Duke of York had told her, that the 
'Princefs interefted herfelf much in 
her behalf ; and that Jbe knew all 

the 
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the myftery of her birth — flie faid, 
that when (he heard the firft fyllablc 
of her name, fhe feared there mighc 
be fomething in the remainder of the 
letter more immediately refpefting 
the princefs — or that it might contain 
the fecret of her ftory, with which 
Ihe wi(hed St. Gere to be for ever 
unacquainted. At thefe words, fhc 
drew from her pocket the Duke of 
York's letter. M. de Neny read it 
aloud. The remainder was as fol- 
lows: 

" / have wriUen to the Princefi 
" D*AvERSBERG ; and have requeftei 
*' permiffion^ at leaft to fend you the 
** /«/» jou want to Jhelter you from 
" the purfuits of your creditors — — 
«* but !" 
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' In a few days after her receiving 
this letter, the ftranger heard of his 
Royal Highnefs's death. She fenc 
to the perfons who were appointed 
to examine his papers, requefting 
them to return her pifture and her 
letters. One letter only was found, 
which was fent her, as well as her 
pifture; and another portrait, which 
afterwards (he prefented to M. dc 
Camerlang, at Fort Monterel. 
' The examination, after twenty- 
four fittings, being entirely finiftied, 
Meffrs. de Cobenzel and De Neny 
ferioufly confidered what fteps were 
moft proper to be taken in confe- 
quence of it. The Court having de- 
fired them to give their opinion, they 
agreed, "That the moft prudent mea* 

furc 
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*' fure would be to place the poor 
••* girl in fome diftant convent, and 
*' there keep her, till time (hould 
" throw fome light on this myfterious 
" affair." At the moment when this 
opinion was to have been tranfmitted 
to Vienna, M. de Neny received a 
letter from his father (private fecre- 
tary to the Emprefs) which ftated, 
that from the examination, which had 
been fent from time to time to court, 
her Imperial Majefty had formed a 
very difadvantageous opinion of the 
ftranger*, and that fhe was determined 
to treat her with the utmoft feverity. 
After reading thefe difpatches, M. dc 
Neny^s fentiments were fo entirely 
changed, that he propofed fending 
the unhappy prifoner to Bourdeaux, 
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and there putting her into the power 
of her creditors. He even fent thia 
to Vienna, as his opinion. Rut the 
Count de Cobenzcl, whom no con- 
fideration whatever could induce to 
change thofe fentiments which honor 
and humanity didaced, feared not, in 
behalf of innocence^ to difpleafe hia 
fovereign herfelf : and wrote as fol- 
lows. - — ^ 
" Though it appears to me, that the 

" prifoner is not the daughter of the 
" Emperor, there are, however, cir- 
" eumftances in her ftory, which 
'* throw a myfterious perplexity over 
" her birth 5 and in this ftate of un- 
** certainty, I cannot be of Monfieur 
" de Neny*s opinion, I likewife 
" think> that the meafure propofed 

by 
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*« by that gentleman, of fending her 

** back to her creditors, is repug* 

•* nant to the well-known clemency 

•' and benevolence of her Imperial 

*' Majefty, and at the fame time mi- 

" litates againft her wifh, that this 

" affair fliould be buried in filence, 

** as much as poflible. If the poor 

*' wretch be fent to her creditors) 

" fhe will be reduced to the fatal 

•' and horrible alternative of perifh- 

ing without relief in a prifon, or 

of feeking fupport in infamy it* 

felf, by means of her beauty and 

perfonal recommendations. — And 

perhaps the Emprefs may be in^i 

** duced to pity this unfortunate 

" young woman, when her Ma* 

^* jcfty is affured that her morala 
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** appear to have been as yet irre- 
proachable. Befidcs, to fend her 
again to Bourdeaux, would be to 
give weight to thofe reports which 

ought to be fuppreffed be- 

** caufe all the world will fay, that 
" the impofture not having been 
" puni{hed,,the ftory of her birth 
•* nnuft needs have been in fome 
** meafure believed. The obje(5Hon, 
** that it will be necejfary to pay her 
** debts^ if we do not put her a- 
** gain in the hands of her creditors^ 
*' appears to me trifling, when com- 
«' pared with thofe ferious evils, 
** which will refult from follow- 
ing my colleague's opinion. Her 
debts do not amount to 60,000 
♦« livres — flie has efFeds of confide- 
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rable value at Bourdeaux, the fale 
of which will produce a great part 
of that fum ; and the remainder 
appears to me below the confide- 
ration of her Imperial Majefty*s 
munificent heart. This genero- 
fity will give the Emprefs an ab- 
folute right to difpofe of the un- 
fortunate prifoner in fuch a man- 
ner, as to refcue her from the dan- 
gers of fedudtion. My opinion 
therefore is, 

" That her Imperial Majefty fend 
the ftranger to a convent in the 
Tirol, or fome other diftant pro- 
vince of her dominions, where no 
rumor of the ftory hath hitherto 
been circulated. ^-*- She may there 
pafs i life of peace and obfcurity 
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at a trifling expence to the Ecti- 
prefs; and, if time (hould throw 
any light on her hiftory — if fhe 
*' (hould appear to belong to per- 
** fons of rank and diftindtion, as 
** the large fums put into her hands 
*« lead us to believe — we fliall not 
** have to reproach ourfclves with 
«« thofe misfortunes, to which this 
young creature will inevitably be 
expofed) if M. de Neny*s advice 
^^ (hould be taken. Indeed I look upon 
" it to be dangerous on every account. 
" I (hould even prefer the putting 
the prifoner to death at once, if 
this was not totally irreconcileable 
with every ide^ of her Imperial 
Majcfty*s clemency. .If the Court 
deiga to liflen* to my opinion^ 
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«* the, young lady's property may be 
fold, and her debts paid, without 
any fufpicion on the part of her 
** creditors, that the Emprefs is con- 
•• cerned. And this they muft not 
^< think, left they fliould be led to 
fuppofe that her Imperial Majefty 
is adiiuated by fometbing more than 
mere pity. It will be fufEcient to 
write, as from the ftranger, to a 
*^ banker at Bourdeaux •, ordering 
** him to fell her furniture and ef- 
** feds, and to take an exa A account 
** of her debts: whatever it may be 
" neceflary to add may be fent in 
the young lady's name^-and her 
creditors, fatisfied with being paid, 
and having been accuftomed to 
^* fee her in pofle(fion of confider- 
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*^ able fiuns, will have no reafon to 
" fufpeft the benevolent hand, which 
*• affords her this laft fuccor." 

This wife advice was not followed ; 
and that of the Count de Neny*s was 
imprafticable. The Duke dc Choifeul 
refuled ta grant the paflport neceflary 
to condud tlie unhappy prifoner to 
Bourdeaux. !n vain Af* de Barre, 
(Secretary to the Embafly at Paris, 
and Charge des Affaires in the Count 
de Mercy's abfence,) reprefented to 
the Duke, that her creditors would 
be injured, if their debtor was not 
reftored to them — he feemed to 
think h a plea of no confequence, and 
perfifted in his refufal. 

The day before M. de Cobenzcrs 
death, after he bad received the fa- 
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(^rament, he faid to a confidential 
friend, who had been made acquainted 
with every circumftance rcfpedting the 
ftranger : *' I have juft received dif- 
*' patches fronfi Vienna, charging me 
^' to acquaint the Court with the 
** prifoncr*s whole hiftory — by no 
*' means to difmifs her — and to 
" take no ftep without frefh orders.'* 
He alluded to a letter juft received 
from M. de Kaunitz. The Count 
immediately burnt it ; adding, by 
way of reflexion, " Tou fee an hontji 
** marCs opinion will fometimts pre* 
^' vair. 

He died the next day: and it is 
probable, that but for this misfoitune, 
the affair would have ended in a very 
different manner* If fimUar orders 

came 
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came to any other perfon, they came 
too late. 

Four days after his death, the 
ftranger was taken out of prifon — 
a Sub-Lieutenant of the Marechauflee 
of Brabant conduced her to Quiev- 
raing, a fmall town between Mons 
and Valenciennes —• fifty louis d'ors 
were put into her hands — and (he was 
abandoned to her \yretched deftiny. 



■f4-f ^^is narrative is a faithful ah- 
firaSI of the twenty-four exanunatiohSy 
which M. DE CoBENZEL*j ncphew^ 
the Count de Coroniny, who 
himfelf was prefent during all of 
themy communicated to the Juthor^ 

THE END. 
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